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General John Tipton 2  

Whatõs New at the Museum 

The Road to Nowhere, Part 3 
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West Branch 2nd Graders Visit 

Museum and Prairie Village  

4  

Sports Wall of Fame Inductees 

Rev. Chauncey Hobart 
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Tipton Trivia on Anniversary Years 

* 1865: The Soldiers Monument Association of 
Cedar County formed 

* 1915:  An early frost broke records  and made 
the news 9/3/15 

* 1940: A 6.2 cu.ft. GE refrigerator cost 
$114.75 

* 1965: Voters in the Tipton School District 
approved a $495,000 bond for additions to the 
main and elementary buildings by 68% 

* 1990: A pound of ground beef was $1.38/lb 
as Family Foods 
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A Day on the Prairie  
 

Cedar County Historical Society 
and Prairie Village  

1094 Hyw 38 N. 

Sept 12, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

Fun for the whole family. 

C o m i n g  E v e n t s  W h a t  A m  I ?  

WWI Reenactment 

Cedar County Historical Society 
and Prairie Village  

1094 Hyw 38 N. 

October 

More Details to Come 

Answer on Page 4 

The 2015 Frymoyer Scholarship Recipients  

Bailey Kepford Tipton High School 

Kayla Phelps Tipton High School 

Jaclyn Ralfs Durant High School 

Jennifer St. John North Cedar High School 

Rita Urmie Tipton High School 



2 

  

General John Tipton 

 How did Tipton get its 

name 175 years ago?  It starts with 

a man named John Tipton.  John 

Tipton, born August 14, 1786, was 

the son of Joshua and Janet Shields 

Tipton.  Joshua was killed on April 

18, 1793, on the Little Pigeon Riv-

er in Sevier County, Tennessee, by 

Cherokee Indians creating for 

young John a dislike for Indians.  

Many believed the Cherokee Indi-

ans were contracted by the Sevier 

family, who had been engaged in a 

terrible feud with the Tiptonõs, to 

kill Joshua. 

 At 17 years of age John 

Tipton moved to what is now Har-

rison County, Indiana near the 

Ohio River.  He made his living as 

an expert gun repairman, farmer, 

and served in the local militia. In 

1807, Tipton purchased a fifty acre 

farm.  

In 1809 he was commis-

sioned an ensign in the renowned 

mounted riflemen known as the 

Yellow Jackets, formed by the 

Sherriff of Harrison County. The 

Yellow Jackets protected the set-

tlers from the Indians. In 1811, he 

commanded a unit at the Battle of 

Tippecanoe serving under future 

US president William Henry Harri-

son and was promoted to Captain. 

By the War of 1812 he was pro-

moted to the rank of Major and 

commanded two companies of In-

diana Rangers at Fort Vallonia, 

Indiana. He fought in the battle of 

Tiptonõs Island in April 1813 and 

was promoted to Brigadier General 

at the end of the War of 1812.   

 John Tipton had one son, 

/ÉÌ 0ÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ *ÏÈÎ 4ÉÐÔÏÎ 

Spear, with his wife Martha Shields of Ken-

tucky. John and Martha were married in 

1806. Spear was named for Tiptonõs good 

friend Captain Spier Spencer who was 

killed in the Battle of Tippecanoe. John 

divorced Martha in 1817 and married Ma-

tilda Spencer (daughter of his friend Cap-

tain Spier Spencer) on September 11, 

1825. John and Matilda had three children: 

George, Harriet, and John.  

In 1816, Tipton was elected to the 

office of Sherriff of Harrison County.  From 

1819 to 1823 Tipton served in the Indiana 

House of Representatives. During this time 

he was appointed to a commission to select 

the new state capitol, was selected to assist 

in the job of defining the Indiana/Illinois 

border, and helped to plan the survey 

routes for the Indiana canal system.  In 

1823 he became the Indian Agent for the 

Potawatomie and Miami tribes. Tipton was 

also a member of the Master Masons and 

actively involved in elected positions as 

well as organizing a lodge in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana and Logansport, Indiana. In 1831, 

Tipton was elected to a seat in the 

United States Senate by the Indiana 

State Legislature where he served 

until his death April 5, 1839. He 

was buried at Mt. Hope Cemetery, 

Logansport, Indiana. 

 John Tipton is often con-

fused with his great uncle famous 

Tennessean Colonel John Tipton 

who lived from 1730 to 1813.  

General John Tipton founded sever-

al Indiana towns including Indianap-

olis, Logansport, Fort Wayne and 

Columbus (originally Tiptonia).  In 

1843 the Indiana Legislature orga-

nized Tipton County and named it 

in his honor.  In 1847 the county 

seat was also named Tipton. 

Cedar Countyõs first resi-

dents arrived in 1836 settling in 

Rochester along the Cedar River. 

Rochester served as the first county 

government. By 1839 the growth of 

the county led its residents to argue 

that the county seat should be more 

centrally located in the county.  In 

December 1839, the Iowa Territo-

rial Legislature, named three com-

missioners to find a new location for 

the county seat.  Henry W. Higgins 

of Scott County was one of the 

three commissioners and is thought 

to have served under Tipton.  The 

site where Tipton, Iowa, is now 

located was chosen after a tour of 

the area and deliberation of the 

three commissioners.  Henry W. 

Higgins had one condition; that the 

site be named to honor his friend, 

General John Tipton of Indiana. On 

March 16, 1840 the three commis-

sioners accepted and approved the 

report of moving the countyõs func-

tions to the central site.  That is 

how Tipton got its name. 
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The Road to Nowhere, Part 3  
The following excerpt was written by one of Jesse Lee 

and Phoebe Condit Bradshawõs children.  She highlights her mem-

ories of neighbors along what is now known as the Townsend 

Road located in the Townsend Preserve. One of the familyõs she 

talks about are the Dennyõs who make up the third family of this 

series. 

As I look back now, life on the farm seems very attractive. There 

were our settler neighbors, some of them several miles distant, but neigh-

bors none the less. It was no unusual thing for a sled load to drive in at 

�Q�L�Q�H���R�U���W�H�Q���R�·�F�O�R�F�N���D�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����I�R�U���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���F�R�P�H���X�Q�W�L�O���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���F�K�R�U�H�V��
were done, and unannounced they would come since there were no tele-

phones in those days. 

�7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���I�D�P�L�O�\�����W�K�H���'�H�Q�Q�\�·�V�����O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Q�H�D�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H��
only family living within miles. They were an ill-favored bunch, much as 

if they had a questionable past, but they were friendly, kind and obliging.  

I never saw their like in looks, language or general demeanor. Mr. Denny 

wore a coonskin cap the year round (I had come to years of observation by 

�Q�R�Z�������Z�K�H�Q���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���U�D�L�Q���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�D�\�����´�:�H�O�O����
�L�W���P�R�X�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���D�J�D�L�Q���L�W���P�R�X�Q�W���Q�R�W���µ 

Strange, I never found out what state they hailed from. Mr. 

Denny was a very profane man, but he never swore before father unless he 

�I�R�U�J�R�W�����,���K�D�Y�H���K�H�D�U�G���I�D�W�K�H�U���W�H�O�O���W�K�L�V���V�W�R�U�\�����:�K�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���'�H�Q�Q�\�·�V���R�Q�H���G�D�\��
one of the youngsters swore. The father seized a switch, chased the boy 

round and round the house, swearing at every lick what he would do if he 

ever swore again. 

Above:  Image from Springfield 

Township, Cedar County Plat 

Map.  The Geiger Farm located 

in section 21 outlined in yellow 

on the left side.  The Bradshaw 

farm outlined in yellow on the 

right side.  The road is high-

lighted in red. 

Left:  The road as seen today on 

the Townsend Preserve.  Photo 

compliments of Bill Muhs. 

World War I Training Gear 

 Currently on loan at the museum are a vest, face 

shield, gloves, wooden rifle, and wooden saber used to train 

troops in hand-to-hand combat during WWI. 

 Hand-to-hand combat is a lethal or nonlethal physi-

cal confrontation between two or more persons at very short 

range that does not involve the use of firearms or other dis-

tance weapons. While the phrase òhand-to-handó appears to 

refer to unarmed combat, the term is generic and may in-

clude use of striking weapons used at grappling distance such 

as knives, sticks, batons, or improvised weapons such as en-

trenching tools. (USARMYCOMBATIVES.COM (C) 2012-2015 ) 

  


